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Issue 20
November 4, 2015 DEAR FRIENDS,

As I live my life in Christ, one thing I never want to stop doing is
learning. I know I am having trouble with my short term memory
and can’t remember things, but I still want to keep on learning. I
do well at remembering facts and information, yet I can’t
memorize well. I have no idea what that says about me and my
learning abilities, but I keep trying. But learning new information
is not my real goal. My real goal is that with this new information
and the power of the Holy Spirit to live in Christ and for Christ.

Last night at our Board of Deacons meeting, the devotional was
given by Amy Kushigemachi, and part of it was how she learned
to read the Bible in Japanese. She talked about how language
interpretation is difficult. She also shared how the written
Japanese language, known as kanji, is Chinese characters with
Japanese pronunciations (I hope I got that right). Amy also said
that as words are written in kanji, they are combinations of
symbols. As she was reading scripture, the Japanese word for
wisdom, “chie”, jumped out at her. The word is made up of two
symbols in kanji. The first symbol is for “knowledge” and the
second symbol is for “grace”. Wisdom is knowledge – applied
with grace.

I thought about this all night. We have become a society that
prides itself in knowledge but has lost the grace of how to apply
it. We apply knowledge with a hammer to win a point, or make
our point known, but we don’t apply grace. How do we teach
grace? “Teach me your ways, oh Lord”. I thought of Jesus.

When Jesus encountered people, except the teachers of the law,
He used grace. The woman caught in adultery, in John 8:1-11, is
such a case. Knowledge of the law meant she was guilty. Her
accusers were ready to kill her but waited to see if Jesus would
join them. He did not, and when they all left, He and the woman
talked. Because of what Jesus had done, she felt saved, secured
and protected. Jesus used wisdom (knowledge applied with
grace) to respond to her. “Neither do I accuse you, go and sin no
more”. Knowledge of sin, grace in application.

Thank you, Amy. Great devotional!

My prayer is that I learn the ways of wisdom.

His child,
Pastor Steve
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Both Services in the Community Hall

Come to our Thanksgiving Sunday service to hear how God has
blessed those in our congregation this past year during our open-mic
session of the service.

Our Hula Ministry will be performing.

Also, we will be collecting your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes
during both worship services.

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 22

Operation Christmas Child is a shoebox gift project which was started
by Samaritan’s Purse in 1993. The filled shoeboxes will be distributed
through local churches overseas and each child will also receive a
colorful Gospel booklet in their appropriate language. This is such an
encouragement and help to the churches overseas.

There is also a follow-up program of evangelism and discipleship
offered, known as The Greatest Journey, to help the children in their
spiritual journey. Please pray for the 50,000 churches from 110
countries who will be receiving shoeboxes through OCC in the next 4
years. We know some of the shoeboxes from GVBC in past years
were received in the Philippines and Panama. It is possible to find out
exactly where your box will go by printing a tracking label at
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ. Additional information and videos
about OCC are available at on the website.

There will be a limited number of free red/green boxes available in the
Narthex. You can also use your own shoebox. If you would like to
purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a useful gift
afterwards.

Fill the shoeboxes with items such as small toys, school supplies,
hygiene items, candy, and a personal note. The brochure in the
Narthex has additional suggestions.

Please consider making this a family project or something your
Community Group can do together. After the boxes are filled, please
include a $7 per box donation [cash, check or online with credit card
accepted] to help cover shipping and other project expenses and
place inside the box.

Please place a rubber band around each filled shoebox. Shoeboxes
will be collected during worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday,
November 22.

Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a box this Christmas!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
by Linda Hayashi
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GVBC Sanctuary
Sunday, November 15

3:00 — 4:00 p.m.
NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION

Treat yourself to some holiday cheer by joining the fun with a singalong and special
music by Wendy Katagi and friends:

TOM ZINK (Grammy nominated pianist)

SCOTT KUSHIGEMACHI (guitarist)

NANCY KORB (cellist)

Wendy will share new music as well as selections from her Spirit of Christmas CD.

For info contact Cindy Matsuda, GVBC Evangelism Ministry or visit:
www.wendykatagi.com.

Wendy Katagi & Tom Zink

Kick Off  Your Holiday Season Early
Seasonal Concert by Wendy Katagi

GVBCLIVE
By Lee Matsunami

I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as
long as I live.” — Psalm 104:33

Friday, November 20
and

Friday, April 22, 2016,
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.

“Gardena Valley Baptist Church has always been blessed by
individuals who are musically and artistically gifted. GVBCLIVE
is our forum for sharing creativity and our love for God to the
community.

Please join us for the inaugural GVBCLIVE event as we honor
and praise God with our voices and instruments. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. GVBCLIVE starts at 7:00 p.m. Refreshments served at
9:00 p.m. in the Community Hall.

For updates, please connect with us on Instagram: http://
instagram.com/gvbclive and Twitter: @gvbclive!
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A Vessel for Christ
Profile of Lee Matsunami
by Kathy Aiso
“I have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me, and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.” — Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)

Lee Matsunami is an active,
illuminating vessel for Jesus. Lee takes
Galatians 2:20 to heart, affirming as a
believer, his life belongs to Christ.

“I love this verse, because it describes how
our sins died with Jesus’ crucifixion. We’re
no longer ourselves, but vessels for Jesus
who loved and died for us,” Lee affirmed.

Inspirational and spiritually active
Having grown up at our church, Lee has a
special affinity for GVBC and desires it be
an inspirational, spiritually active, and
growing place of worship. As Worship Music
and Arts Coordinator since July of this year,
he has played a pivotal leadership role —
along with the GVBC Pastoral Staff — in
working toward this goal.

At Sunday morning worship services, he is the
talented drummer who is an integral part of the
worship teams. Drumming comes naturally to
Lee, who started playing by ear. Beginning in
2014, he boosted GVBC’s social media by
getting the church more active on Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook. He continues to
utilize those channels for the church today.
He also designs the sermon-inspired,
colorful, and eye-catching Sunday worship bulletins.

An inspirational role model
A homegrown product of Gardena, Lee and his younger
sister, Lynn, were raised by their mother, June Matsunami
and maternal grandparents, Masao and Fujie Inouye. God
placed his grandfather, Masao, in his life as an
inspirational role model. Besides being a jack-of-all-trades
(i.e., carpenter, welder, gardener, painter, poet), Masao
was resilient, starting over having lost his business during
WWII. A person of insight and wisdom, Masao was also
well liked. The young as well as the old sought his advice.
As a gifted writer, Masao wrote poetry, some of which
won awards and were published in the Japanese
newspaper, the “Rafu Shimpo.” God honored Lee’s
prayers of Masao becoming a Christian. During the final
days of Masao’s life, he squeezed Lee’s hand to affirm he
had accepted Christ.

A spiritual awakening
Lee’s spiritual awakening occurred during college. At age
seven, he accepted the Lord and grew up at GVBC, but
left briefly in high school. During college, the family’s
insurance agent — GVBCer James Hirano — invited Lee
back to church and the college ministry which James was

helping to lead. Lee accepted his invitation
and began attending the college ministry.
He became so engaged in reading and
studying the Word, he took his Bible to work
to read during his breaks. At age 21,he
rededicated His life to the Lord. He actively
witnessed to his co-workers, sharing Christ.

A gifted actor
After high school, Lee planned on majoring
in history in the hopes of becoming a
teacher. However, in college he found his
real niche was acting. He majored and
graduated with a B.A. in Theatre Arts from
Cal State Long Beach. During college, he
enjoyed acting in plays on campus as well
as skits and plays at GVBC. He was also
busy playwriting for both.

With a love for anything creative, Lee
eventually went into digital advertising. Today,
he heads the digital advertising department at
the firm he works for in Culver City. Although
he enjoys his day job, he confirmed, “Nothing
compares to ministry.”  Feeling blessed to be a

part of the creative team and on the GVBC
staff, he affirmed, “The standard of worship
at GVBC has always been amazing. Over
the years, God blessed GVBC with many

talented individuals who share their gifts and talents.”

Would visitors want to come back to GVBC?
As one of those individuals, Lee wants to maintain and
improve the standards for music and worship.

“My goal is to build our church body up. I envision seeing
even more people coming to our church. I always ask
myself, ‘If I were at GVBC for the first time, would I want
to come back?’”

Lee wants to see visitors so inspired after attending the
Sunday worship services, they definitely come back. He
would like to see those who regularly attend Sunday
worship services be so moved spiritually, they go the
extra mile in reaching out to others.

With the love of Christ, Lee extends himself in ministry
wholeheartedly, promoting God’s Kingdom.

[See Lee’s GVBCLIIVE article on page 3]

August 2014 GVBC
100th Anniversary
Lee & Aubrey with Caitlin & Cole;
Lee’s father & mother-in-law Tom
& Kathy Jono

Lee with daughter, Caitlin, and
grandfather, Masao Inouye.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer. Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be provided.
For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office. Open to all.

GVBC 2016 THAI TEAM HEADING BACK TO THAILAND
In January 2016, GVBC is sending a team of four back to Thailand for 13 days, led
by Pastor Eiji Osato. The four of us [pictured at right] were all part of the team that
went last year for a water project. This year, we are primarily a survey team,
exploring ways that GVBC can continue to be involved in the work that God is
already doing in Thailand.

We will also have the opportunity to visit Kew Mai Sang, the village where we spent
the majority of our time last year building a water system and toilets. We want to
reconnect with the villagers and be a consistent witness of God’s love.

We will continue to partner with Mike and Becky Mann (long-term American Baptist
Missionaries), the Integrated Tribal Development Program (ITDP), and the Thailand
Karen Baptist Convention (TKBC). We recognize that short-term missions is most
effective when we can support the long-term workers who know the needs best and who
live their lives there, so we seek to be humble, flexible, and sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s
leading.

GVBC hopes to send a new team to Thailand in 2017, funded by the 2015 Advent Conspiracy Offering, so we will
survey areas of potential future ministry. We will see if there are needs in the villages around Kew Mai Sang
or within Kew Mai Sang itself, and we will also visit a Karen (pronounced kah-REN) refugee camp.

We greatly appreciate your continued prayer partnership, and if you would also like to support us financially, please
make checks out to GVBC. We are thankful to have such a supportive and missions-minded church body, and we are
excited to see the ways that God is working and to explore the possibilities of GVBC’s future involvement in Thailand
mission work. Blessings, GVBC Thailand Team 2016

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
To Nancy Matsumoto and family in the passing of her brother, Wayne Chinen, who passed away on
Friday, October 30. Funeral services are pending.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Kevin & Samantha [Chhim] Maeda who were married on
Saturday, October 24 at GVBC. Pastor Chris Koga officiated. Proud family
members are Kari Maeda, Matthew & Rita Maeda and their son, Anthony, who
was the ring bearer.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to our GVBC secretary, Jan Magnani, in the birth of her sixth grandchild, baby boy
Kaya Maverick DeGuzman, born on Thursday, October 29. Kaya weighed 5 lbs. 13 ozs. His proud
parents are [Jan’s daughter] Timi and Peter DeGuzman. Kaya has four older brothers and many
proud aunties and uncles.

(L) Pastor Eiji Osato, Izumi Kawasaki,
Grace Hayashi, Lauren Yoshiba



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

ARE YOU READY FOR EL NINO?
This ministry is for seniors and single women who need
help with cleaning gutters, trimming trees away from
power lines and roofs, etc. Or, when the storms come and
if your house gets flooded and it’s hard to get around, you
can use our help. If you need our help, please call the
church office and leave your name and phone number.
This is a service for our GVBC church members led by
Mas Kushigemachi.

ALL ABOARD THE MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY
For our GVBC families who have welcomed a new baby;
who have immediate family members just released from
the hospital; who recently had a death within the family.
We need help making, delivering and providing meals.
Meal Train Ministry will set up the meal train online
(www.mealtrain.com) and we greatly appreciate
volunteers to make or buy a meal OR deliver a meal.
When we receive notice someone needs a Meal Train
setup, we will email or call everyone on the list. Anyone
who can provide a meal can sign up on the website or call
Peggy, ext. 675 at the church office. Contact Peggy if you
hear of someone within our church family who needs a
meal.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. ROOTED is a college-age (EPIC) and
young adults (YAM) teaching ministry. We gather together
for a time of teaching and praising the Lord!  Questions
can be directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad
Toy, brad@gvbc.net. [NOTE: once a month ROOTED will
meet for a special event which may be offsite. Example:
Sunday December 20 YAM/EPIC Christmas party].

VETERAN’S DAY — OFFICE WILL BE OPEN
Wednesday, November 11

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, November 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary, theme is
“Dance to the Lord.” Pastor Eiji Osato will encourage
Christians to express their thankfulness and joy in many
ways, including dancing for the Lord. A Thanksgiving
dinner will be served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

HOLIDAY GRIEF GROUP
Saturday, November 21, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m., Room 220,
facilitator: Brian Lo, M.Div. For those who are grieving the
death of someone close and facing their first holiday
season without their loved one. We will spend time talking
about such emotions; how to approach the holidays;
remembering our loved ones and more. Brian is a hospice
chaplain who specializes in providing emotional and
spiritual care to the dying and their loved ones, the
bereaved, facilitating bereavement groups and more. He
is a member of GVBC and attended since 2007. Please
come and join us. For more information and to RSVP,
contact the office or email gvbc@gvbc.net [Holiday Grief
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in subject line].

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, November 22, 12:30 p.m. [301 Part 2 on Sunday,
November 29]
101 Class, Membership and baptism.
201 Class, To help you develop spiritual maturity.
301 Class, Discovering ministry.
401 Class, Redefining my life’s mission.
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

THANKSGIVING — OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27

WORK DAY — CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 28, 8:00 a.m. We will be decorating
our campus for the Christmas season and doing
maintenance and repairs. No experience needed. Come
when you can, leave when you must.

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
SAVE THE DATE for this family friendly potluck on
Sunday, December 6 at 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., Community
Hall. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 18 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 15.

Announcements

NOTICE TO ALL GVBCers
158th Street Improvements
The City of Gardena has retained Bannaoun Engineers Constructors Corporation to make improvements on 158th Street
between Western Ave. to Normandie Ave. Construction began and will go through December 9, barring any unforeseen
circumstances or adverse weather conditions. Access and parking from the hours of 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. on 158th St.
will be limited. If you need access through the construction zone, please allow additional time for possible detours to get
to your destination.

CONSTRUCTION FROM GOLDEN STATE WATER COMPANY
Golden State Water Company has begun work on 158th Street from La Salle Ave. to Harvard Blvd. to replace the
existing water main with new ductile iron main and installation of water services. Construction of the new pipeline began
on October 26 with an expected completion by November 16. Construction crews with backhoes, dump trucks, crew
trucks and hand tools will be digging along the new pipeline alignment. The services will generally be installed using an
air compressor and pneumatic boring tool. The street will remain open to traffic during the construction period, but traffic
and parking may be restricted and access to driveways may be limited for short durations of time. The construction
crews will make every effort to keep dust to a minimum. Please expect an increased level of noise during the
construction period. Weekly activities such as trash pick-up will not be interrupted. As sections of the new main are
completed, crews will disinfect the main. Then, crews will flush the chlorinated water and any construction related
sediment from the main. Crews will dechlorinate the water before discharge. As work is completed, the crews will
progress to the next underground sections and come back near the end of the project to perform landscape and
hardscape restoration as well as perform final street paving.

BOARD PRAYER after our second worship service is now in room 119 (across from the kitchen).
When the ushers are called forward and our offering is taken, you can go to room 119 for individual
prayer. Our first worship service prayer time will remain in Room 158 behind the Sanctuary.

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY

We are collecting during the months of November and December.

Please leave your donated items in the brown box in the Narthex.

A complete list of most needed items is available on the Narthex
counter. Please DO NOT BRING expired food items.

We also accept checks (make payable to GVBC with Food Pantry
on the memo line), cash or give online.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Fall Series:  The Good News of God

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Making Decisions to Making Disciples

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Individual Identity to Corporate Community

NOVEMBER 22/THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Both Services in the Community Hall

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday of Advent

Wednesday,
November 11


